Charlotte

News

Your nonprofit community news source since 1958

ABOUT US

We publish every other Thursday, 25 times
a year and circulate close to 2,100 papers
to every household and business mailbox in
town, many local businesses in Charlotte,
Shelburne and Hinesburg and paid
subscribers throughout the country.

YOUR VOICE, YOUR PAPER

In addition to our great staff, more than
150 Charlotte writers and photographers
voluntarily contribute stories to The
Charlotte News each year. Charlotters drive
the content by submitting commentaries,
news tips, event write-ups and photos.

IT DOESN'T GET MORE

LOCAL THAN THIS

We are not run by an out-of-town
conglomerate. The Charlatte News is
your local, independent, nonprofit and
nonpartisan news source.

MISSION STATEMENT

To engage and inform Charlotte and nearby

communities by:

+ Publishing rigorous, in-depth reporting on
town affairs.
Providing a home for stories from our
neighbors and friends.
Reporting on how other towns have
addressed challenges similar to our own.

EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE

QOur editor makes final decisions on

the stories that are published in The
Charlotte News. While we are funded by
advertising revenue and donations, our
news judgments are made in accordance
with our mission and are independent of all

of Ethics as the touchstone to guide
newsroom practices. The SPJ Code of
Ethics is built on four principles:

+ seek truth and report it

* minimize harm

+ act independently

+ be accountable and transparent

DID YOU KNOW?
+ The Charlotte News has been the
community newspaper for 65 years.

+ We are a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization
run by our staff, volunteers and board of
directors.

* Revenue sources:
Advertising (50%), Donations (50%)

+ Charlotte's population: 3,816
Between the age of 35-59: 46%

+ Charlotte has the highest median
household income in Vermont, at
$109,886.

+ Median household income by age:
25 to 44 years, $81,818
45 to B4 years, $141250
65 vears and over, $58,636
Economic data from the 2019 US Census

+ Our weekly email newsletter reaches
more than 900 subscribers.

+ Monthly website visitors: 7,900
« Number of Faceboak followers: 1,900

A
Scooter MacMillan, Editor
scooter@thecharlottenews.org

Anna Cyr, Production Manager
anna@thecharlottenews.org

Susie Therrien, Ad Manager
ads@thecharlottenews.org

BOARD MEMBERS
John Quinney
President and Publisher

Margery McCracken, Treasurer
Susanne Davis, Secretary

Claudia Marshall, Ben Miller, Gay Regan,
Bill Regan, Vince Crockenberg (emeritus),
John Hammer (emeritus)

sources of financial support. ads@thecharlottenews.org

Voicemail 802-425-4949
P.O. Box 251, Charlotte, VT 05445
Website: charlottenewsvt.org | Facebook: thecharlottenews

CODE OF ETHICS
The News has adopted the Society of
Professional Journalists (SPJ) Code
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2024 ADVERTISING

Charlotte

PRICES
& SIZING

We will design your ad for you,

FREE of charge! 10" x 13"
_ S476
DIGITAL BONUS: All ads published
in our print editions are included Full Page
in our digital version. These ads
are clickable to your website (URL 10" x 6.5" | $238
required).

Half Page Horizontal

Visit charlottenewsvt.org/back-
issues-of-the-charlotte-news, for
examples.

Into The Woods

Need to cultivate adaptability
in forest and ourselves

Now playing

4.916" x 13" | $238 4.916" x6.5" | $119 4.916" x 3.25" | $60
Half Page Vertical Quarter Page Eighth Page
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2024 ADVERTISING
PRICES

DIGITAL BONUS: All ads published in our print
editions are included in our digital version. These
ads are clickable to your website (URL required).

Visit charlottenewsvt.org/back-issues-of-the-

charlotte-news, for examples.

& SIZING

Print Prices Column inches 10" x 13"

Per Column Ad Rate: i $8.50 Our paper is a

Color Charge: ... $35.00 four-column tabloid paper $476

Front Page Banner Ad: (10" x 1') $200.00 1¢col. 24" Full Page

Business Directory 2Col.vii 4.916 10" X 6.5" | $238

$25 per issue (3" X 2') Half Page Horizontal

$20 per issue for 13 consecutive issues

(six months)

Website Ads — -

Leaderboard: ... 728w x 90h px oo cutateaqapabiy Now plaving
Sidebar: .. 300w x 250h px

Contact our Ad Manager for pricing.

Email Newsletter Banner Ad

$50 per week. ... 1000w x 200h px
Preprinted Inserts
2100 INSErtS v $200.00
Nonprofit rate:
2100 INSEMS oo $100.00

Maximum insert size, 8.5" x 11"
Additional charge for inserts that weigh

more than one ounce.
4.916" x 13" | $238
Half Page Vertical

4.916" x 3.25" | $60
Eighth Page

4.916" x 6.5" | $19
Quarter Page

Payment Terms
Net 30. Prepayment required for new
advertisers.

o cecant Mastercard, Viss or AMEX. Discounted rates for consecutive publications

Additional charge for color is $35

Nonprofit Discount 5% discount | 10% Discount 15% Discount
Nonprofit's receive a 20% discount on
all print and digital advertising. We will 1-3 Issues 411 Issues 12-25 Issues
design your Full Page S452 S428 S404
ad FREE of
charge! Half $226 S214 5202
Quarter SN3 $107 3107
Eighth S57 S54 S51
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PUBLICATION
SCHEDULE

AND DEADLINES

Susie Therrien, Ad Manager
ads@thecharlottenews.org
Voicemail 802-425-4949

P.O. Box 251

Charlotte, VT 05445
Website: charlottenewsvt.org
Facebook: thecharlottenews

PUBLICATION DATE DEADLINE
Thursday, Jan 1 Friday, Jan 5
Thursday, Jan 25 Friday, Jan 19
Thursday, Feb 8 Friday, Feb 2
Thursday, Feb 22 Friday, Feb 16
Thursday, Mar 7 Friday, Mar 1

Thursday, Mar 21

Friday, Mar 15

Thursday, Apr 4

Friday, Mar 29

Thursday, Apr 18

Friday, Apr 12

Thursday, May 2

Friday, Apr 26

Thursday, May 16

Friday, May 10

Thursday, May 30

Friday, May 24

Thursday, Jun 13 Friday, Jun 7
Thursday, Jun 27 Friday, Jun 21
Thursday, Jul 11 Friday, Jul 5

Thursday, Jul 25 Friday, Jul 18
Thursday, Aug 8 Friday, Aug 2

Thursday, Aug 22

Friday, Aug 16

Thursday, Sep 5

Friday, Aug 30

Thursday, Sep 19

Friday, Sep 13

Thursday, Oct 3

Friday, Sep 27

Thursday, Oct 17

Friday, Oct 1

Thursday, Oct 31

Friday, Oct 25

Thursday, Nov 14 Friday, Nov 8
Thursday, Nov 28 Friday, Nov 22
Thursday, Dec 12 Friday, Dec 6

HOLIDAY BREAK!
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2024 EMAIL
NEWSLETTER

Did you know?

»  Our weekly email newsletter is sent to
over 900 subscribers and our open rate
averages 70%, about 25% higher than
industry averages.

* Only three spots are available. First
come, first served.

* Your banner ad clicks through to the
website address that you provide.

*  We send 50 email newsletters a year.

Pricing: $50 per week
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The Charlotte N

Your nonprofit community news source since 1958

A B
Not able to pick up a copy of The Charlotte News?

Click to download the current issue HERE or view past issues
of the newspaper HERE.

Your Ad Here!

Garage cost revised to under $3 million

By Scooter MacMillan, Editor

How do you like these apples? Going back to the contractors for a revised bid for building a
Charlotte town garage proved to be fruitful — more than $839,000 fruitful.

At the Oct. 10 meeting, the selectboard was very surprised and much more than a little
disappointed that the only two bids to build the garage were for more than $3.8 million. The
board’s displeasure was understandable considering $3 million was all voters had
approved in the August vote.

Atits Oct. 24 meeting, the selectboard unanimously approved empowering town
administrator Dean Bloch and chair Jim Faulkner to talk to the two bidding companies to

see if they could rework those bids to bring the cost down.

Your Ad Here!

Cheng story warms hearts, wakes memories

By Juliann Phelps, Contributor

Atale of tennis, tradesmanship and travel — Guy Cheng's life’s story reveals deep,
intertwined roots with Charlotters.

David Sisco talked about his stepfather at the Charlotte Library. His presentation on
Sunday, Nov. 13, was also co-sponsored by the Charlotte Historical Society.

It highlighted his “pop’s” love for family, friends and Vermont with stories of Cheng’s journey
from China to Charlotte. Some of the experiences Sisco related elicited nods of recognition
or laughs in remembrance.

Cheng grew up in Tientsin, China, about 60 miles from Bejing. He was born in the spring of
1912, but the date is uncertain.

Cheng's father, Lihing Cheng, was highly educated with a graduate degree from Yale. His
experiences abroad led his son to follow a similar path. Cheng's dream was fo be educated

inthe U.S. and play professional tennis.

Your Ad Here!
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2024 WEBSITE
ADVERTISING

Did you know?

» Our website has on average 7,900
users per month.

« The average user spends 10 to 20
minutes on our site.

*  Your ad clicks through to the
website address that you provide.

« Two ad spots are available on our
website.

FIND OUT HOW

Sidebar 300w X 250h px.
Pricing: $50 per week

Susie Therrien, Ad Manager
ads@thecharlottenews.org
Voicemail 802-425-4949
P.0. Box 251
Charlotte, VT 05445
Website: charlottenewsvt.org
Facebook: thecharlottenews
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Leaderboard 728w X 90h px. Pricing: $50 per week
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THE BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Ad size is 3" x 2"

$25 per issue

$20 per issue when you advertise for
13 issues (six months) or more.

Charlotte

B”SINESS RARECEWSRZNNNN QIO |Update the look

g : | of your home or ;
DIREETU Rv : Fall C!eanup & Mulch  : |pysiness 2\
: Lawn Maintenance i | - Quality Craftsmanship B \

e Landscape Design . . Cour'teous Cust.omer.ca.re )
. . > . 1 - Interior & Exterior Painting A "

Advertise your business here! 08 BRI i | - Free Estimate CLASSIE §
E M.n. E ca at.on 2 « Lead Certified

Only $25 per issue or $20 per issue when g lieacavatl : - Fully Insured SHADES

you run six months or more. : 802-343-4820 ! | s02345-20380r TN
g i i inti il i uality wi
Contact ads@TheCharlotteNews.org : B e

Customer-driven

Go Solar With solutions designed,
engineered and built in
A"Earth Vermont, with over 3,000
Renewables installations in the state.

allearthrenewables.com CALL 802.872.9600 x122 L =

Katherine Spencer, PT, DPT, OCS

katherinespencer@deept.com

i
I(MAN | Katherine Spencer

2, =g

55

Home Heating Supply Company

‘ LP Gas and Oil Heating Systems
a r JackmansInc.com
Email: mary@jackmansinc.com | tim@ jackmansinc.com Dee PT
RENEWABLES.. 64 Jackman Drive, Bristol | 802-453-4403 | Fax: 802453-2381 Since 1988 feelgood again!

re .

ltus oo gmisens || D Rick Gomez BRUSHHOGGING

elburne. >
; Master Electrician
nsurance Office: 9852453 % for over 35 years by Adam
enc titus@titusinsurance.net * BACKHOE * FIELD MOWING
g g www. titusinsurance.net N N
Ieurance for: RVG Electrical Services, LLC ¢ CHAIN SAWING « HAUL AWAY

Home « A‘;;‘:I;B:‘gg:fs Rﬁf:;:fg’;ﬁ ngl’z;:s + Condo Fully Licensed and Insured, no job too small * DELIVERY * LAWN MOWING

Representing:
@ Co-operative Insurance Companies Phone: 802-453-3245 l'VgeleCtl' ic@gmau'com

Make the right call when you need insurance! Cell: 802-233-9462 rvgelectric.com
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Get your business in front of
our readers on the very first
page for only $200!

Price includes color.
Ad size is 10" x 1"

The Charlotte News

Your nonprofit community news source since 1958

May 5, 2022

Vol. 64, No.22

abstracts in oil and acrylic.

802-425-6345.

Mother-daughter art show
at Charlotte Senior Center

Watercolor by Barbara Lane ‘Peony’

Charlotte artists Barbara Lane and Brenda Myrick are showing their work in a
rare mother-daughter art exhibit at the Senior Center.

Through May, Lane will be showing her watercolor paintings of florals, the
Vermont landscape and Maine. Her daughter Myrick will be showing her semi-

The best days for viewing art at the Senior Center are Tuesdays-Thursdays,
2:304 p.m., or Fridays, 12:30-4 p.m. The center is closed on weekends. Info:

Town considers a proposal

Scooter MacMillan
Editor

Akinder, gentler Charlotte. A closer,
‘more confident, friendlier and a more
helpful Charlotte.

These are just some of the benefits
community members advocating for
Community Heart & Soul see coming
from that process.

On Monday, April 25, the selectboard
joined the planning commission in giving
at least a thumbs up to considering the
Community Heart & Soul proposal.

While the selectboard didn’t pass
a formal motion like the planning
commission did, Selectboard Chair Jim
Faulkner said, “It sounds like such a great
idea.”

Commission members Kyra Wegman

Community Heart & Soul is a
program developed by Lyman Orton

and The Vermont Country Store for
“engaging a community in shaping

its future,” according to information

from the Orton Family Foundation
(communityheartandsoul.org).

“Developed and field-tested over a
ade in partnership with over 90 small
cities and towns across the United States,”
says the website.

“The first year of the Heart & Soul
process the cost is $20.000, but Wegman
and Bloch said Charlotte won’t have to
pay anything

They are confident the Orton Family
Foundation will give a $10.000 matching
grant and that the town’s match will come
from donations.

‘The second year the town’s cost goes

BURLINGTON
HARBOR

Charlotte Central School
co-principal leaving

Scooter MacMillan
Editor

Add another to the list of Champlain Val-
ley School District administrators who are
leaving for other positions, mostly outside of
the district.

And this one hits a bit closer to home.

Charlotie Central School co-principal
Stephanie Sumner announced she is moving
on afier the school year.

Sumner is taking a position with the South
Burlington School District as a co-assistant
principal.

She said two new assistant principal posi-
tions have been created to serve the three cle-
mentary schools in the district, but primarily
she will be assigned to Rick Marcotte Central
School working with the kindergarten-sixth
grade students.

Although she has worked with older kids,
she’s been working with younger students for
seven years as the co-principal at Charlotte
Elementary School. Sumner is happy to be
staying with that age.

Describing the move as more of a “lateral
move” than a promotion, she said, “There
are things I'm really happy about and excited
about. I do love the idea of just working in a
different configuration that is straight elemen-
tary.”

Sumner wouldn’t go into details or ac-
knowledge disappointment with the Cham-
plain Valley School District upper adminis-
tration or superintendent Rene Sanchez, but
she said, “Nobody leaves a position if they re
pretty happy in it

She hastened to add that she loves what
goes on in the Charlotte Central School build-
ing.

“We have amazing teachers and children
and families in our Charlotte community.
“This has been a really hard year and my prior-
ities as an educator have always been to work
in a system where I can have an impact,”
Sumner said, adding that many of her feelings
about resigning were expressed very well in
Shelburne Community School principal Scott
Sivo’s email to that school’s families an-
nouncing he was leaving to take over as prin-
cipal of Frederick H. Tuggle Middle School
in South Burlington.

At least eight administrators are leaving
their positions with the school district, al-

We have
amazing
teachers and
children and
families in
our Charlotte
community.
This has
been a really hard year
and my priorities as an
educator have always
been to work in a
system where | can
have an impact. ”

Stephanie Sumner

— Stephanie Sumner

though Jeanne Jensen chief operating officer
is moving to a part-time position in the
Champlain Valley School District. A number
of emails and public comments at school
board meeting have criticized school district
leadership about a “mass exodus” of adminis-
trators.

Sanchez has said the tumover is in large
part due to the same forces, primarily the pan-
demic, that has led to the current shortage of
educators at school systems across the state.

“The role of a school leader in the current
educational environment can feel perilous on
agood day. The ability to be bold and strong,
in difficult moments, is predicated on trusting
that you are well supported and fully backed
by well-established systems of leadership and
govemance.” Sivo said in the email announc-
ing his departure. “While change is always
difficult, the unprecedented amount of leader-
ship change we have and will face as a school
district, along with the general uncertainty it
brings, greatly impacted my decision to seck
and accept this new opportunity.”

for seeking ‘path’ to itself

Bloch admitted
supporters of the program
might approach the
selectboard in the second
year for donations in
the same way the town
donates to other nonprofit
organizations.

Wegman said
Community Heart & Soul
offers a way for people
to come together and talk
about their town outside of
town meetings.

‘When Orton, the owner
of The Vermont Country Store, served
on his town’s planning commission, he
grew frustrated that decisions were being
made that would shape the town’s future
without any input from the majority of

Chalotte

commission meetings.

“What we're trying to create is large
gatherings where these conversations can
happen,” Wegman said. “We’re wide open
to input.”

Former planning commission chair

Enjoy a Waterfront “dockation”at Burlington Harbor Marina!
CALL 802.540.6869 OR VISIT BURLINGTONHARBORMARINA.COM

MARINA /




